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7rr~^^^itirthe Natural History Clubs and walks, in 
'^TZZerMs exactitude and accuracy. In compar’i:" 
Zks with others, I find that the children who only go the 

.Iks Dick up a sort of smattering, but lack real scientific 
knovv^ledge. Another thing I should like to emphasize is the 
advantage of continuity of observation. In our own Natural 
History Club we have been laying special emphasis on trees. 
Perhaps the children know a sycamore tree or the sycamore 
fruit, and it is well that they should be able to connect the 
fruit with the tree. Now, as a rule, it is considered enough 
to say to a child, “This is a sycamore fruit.” Next summer 
comes the sycamore tree, and we show them that. There 
seems no connection between the two. How much more 
interested they would be if, in the autumn, they had broken 
open the fruit, had found out what was inside, and were able 
to connect the two things. We had a class last autumn in 
which we did very little else than examine the sycamore seed. 
We carry on our walks during the winter as well as the 
summer, and in the spring it was a great delight to see the 
seedlings beginning to come up. A week or two ago we 
found them in all sorts of delightful stages, and in that way 
the children actually saw and understood the sycamore seed- 
ling coming out of the seeds, and I could not have deceived 
them about what the sycamore seedling was. Supposing we 
had taken the fruit and never examined it : 1 might have taken 
anything up and said “This is a sycamore seed, and they 
would have believed me. This is an example of what 1 mean 
by continuity. Of course the children like to be let off lighilj , 
there is a certain amount of danger lest they should look on 
Natural History merely as a game, and we need a little real 
work in connection with it. 

Here followed Mrs. Barnett’S paper, which had been 
promised to the Nmctceiilh Century^ and appears in the ju y 
number. 
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FRIDAY, May \8>th, at 3 p.m. 

Sermon preached in St. Mary Abbott’s, Kensington. 
By Rev. F. S. Colman. 

“ And he answered ‘ Fear not: for they that be with us aie 
more than they that be with them.’ 

And Elisha prayed, and said, ‘ Lord, I pray thee, open his 
eyes that he may see.’ And the Lord opened the eyes of the 
young man ; and he saw : and, behold, the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.” 

— 2 Kings vi. 16, 17. 

There is a certain principle of our common work and interest 
that I want to put before you this afternoon, which seems 
to me to be well illustrated in this old story of the Hebrew 
prophet. The King of Syria was making war against the 
King of Israel, and Elisha had exposed the plans of the King 
of Syria to his master, the King of Israel. The King 
of Syria sent a host to Dothan, where the prophet 
dwelt, and in the morning they encompassed the little 
city. ' When the prophet’s servant went out to his work 
he found they were surrounded, and w'ent back to tell his 
master of their danger. Then Elisha prayed to God, and 
He opened the eyes of the young man, he saw that though 
they w'ere surrounded that the hosts on their side were 
greater than those against them. 
to impress upon you is 


this : that it was the opening of the 
i showed him the power that was upon 


rnai vvcvo j 

Ifia. a tirade was worked 
confidence, but simply that, t g ^ 


young man s eyes snoweu mu* r 

Lir side. He saw what was already there; .e was^not 
that a mil 

confidence, out - , ^ViorA 

eyes, he saw the powers ^^at wer« fgTcLceive, the work 
Now let us apply this " ^ ’ enfold realities and 

of the true teacher very la g y Christianity 

principles. For example, l e rs Master. 

W'ent out into a strange wor of Jesus and the 

They went amongst the yer on their lips, “ Lord, 

resurrection, but always with P>>J_that those whom they 
open their eyes that they may jq see the true 

taught should have their eyes salvation through 

personality of Jesus and g peoples to teach the 

Him. Those who go amongs uigher life, of a higher 
word of God, go to speak o 
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civilization, of better laws, but all the time they are praying 
-Lord, open their eyes that tliey may see the true ideals oi 
life ” ih® parish priest goes amongst a people largely 
indifferent, many estranged from the Church of their fathers 
and through all his ministrations, say what he will, do’ 
what he will, he has always this on his lips, “ Lord, open 
their eyes that they may see.” A Christian parent rules 
as priest in his household, he administers the law of his 
household, but always with children and dependents there 
is this prayer on his lips, “ Lord, open their eyes that thev 
may see.” So, take education as widely as you will, bring 
into it all that true heart can desire, the work of the true 
teacher will always largely be to co-operate with God in 
the opening of the eyes of those committed to him, that he 
may with the help and by the grace of God reveal to those 
whom he teaches the true ideals of life, show them the true 
principles of good and useful living, and (is it last or first 
of all ?) show them the true strength of the great powers 
that are on the side of those who live unto God. 

There was a time, thankfully some while ago, when good 
intentions would be considered enough qualification for a 
teacher ; when, if one but simply desired to teach and gave 
one’s heart to it, one was considered to be sufficiently 
qualified, when patience and tact were the utmost required 
of those who were called upon to teach. We have moved 
very far since then. Year by year, teaching is coming 
to take its place as a true science, and the best and most 
devoted of parents are learning that, be their devotion 
ever so great, that is far from being enough to enable 
them to undertake the teaching and training of others— 
they are seeing year by year their need of the science of 
teaching. Yet, as time goes on, and as appreciation of 
the science of teaching grows upon us, I see this danger 
also growing, lest in our anxiety to be scientific in our 
methods, we forget the object that must govern all true 
teaching ; the danger lest in our worshipping of means we 
are neglectful of the high principles upon which only 
life can be truly developed ; the danger lest, in our reverence 
for the means, we grow somewhat irreverent towards the 
end. So let me try to impress upon you one of the 
principles of the teaching office— to unfold. To come bacK 
again to the thought of the prophet Elisha. You see t is 
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revelation, this sight, of the host of God was not to be 
merely a passing comfort to the young man, his servant 
For all the days and years to come this was to remain as 
permanent help for him. Granted that on that bright 
YY^nrn\r\cr his SOuVs . 


morning his soul s anxiety was relieved, yet in years to 
come, when the prophet himself had passed away, this young 
man, now grown old, should cherish the thought of what 


he had seen on the hills of Dothan ; that he might 
remember the presence of God then revealed to him ; 
that he might, through all the years of his life to come, 
remember the reality of the protection that God spread round 
His own people. So, likewise, to bring it down to our own 
experience. I see the child going out in the early morning 
of his life, and I see the watchful guardian, knowing the 
dangers round the child — knowing only too well the dangers 
that threaten his life. What then shall he, in his anxiety, 
ask for the child, but this? That his eyes may be opened 
to see the true things of God ; to see the thing itself the 
protection of God. What shall he ask for himself but this r 
To reveal to the child the reality of God and His protecting 
power. Thus it comes that we must set ourselves zealously to 
work to unfold the realities of the higher world. 

There are, then, two great elements of religion that we 
have to unfold. First of all, the true purpose of life Novv 
you read in the book of God’s revelation, that through 
the centuries God had always an eternal purpose ^ 
tion of Himself ; always this steady purpose \v 
and on to an appointed end. You see f ^ 
and also you will see-you can, no doubt from ^ 

own experience recall— the ^re taught the 

less life. Now if in all ^ " j^^man life we are 

power of purpose, and if in al chall we not set 

Lght th"e misery of a wan. of in life- 

ourselves to cultivate this, a ^^^ht not to live 

There lies before us a great great, never 

for the things of to-day, J end, the great 

so worthy, but alw’ays to ■ „ all our powers and 

redemption of our life, the , r young ones that 

devotion to God ; and we shoul e j^gnhood 

though the aims of childhoo are g ^i^^ugh the aims of 

and womanhood are greate > v2 
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manhood and womanhood are great, the aim of the fmi 
Mature and completion of man in Christ Jesus is far greater 
than all these. Thus always to keep in view the aim of 
something greater to work for, to put this into their minds 
and hearts, that they should feel that over each is written 
by God, “ For this purpose have I raised thee up.” 

The other element is this : the reality of God and His 
Providence. Now the boys and girls will have their tempta- 
tions and their dangers, and you want them to know the 
powers that are on their side, the powers for now, for to-day 
and for ever. You and I shall be gone, and those over 
whom now we watch with such tender care will be left to 
fight life’s battle for themselves. So you should pray to 
God to reveal the active Fatherhood ; you should pray Him 
to reveal to them His unfailing protection, the truth and 
methods of redemption, the great principles of our Christi- 
anity. The great truths, revealed and grasped, shall be 
towers of strength, not only for youth, but right through 
to old age and the world to come. 

We call that religious teaching ; but a great deal that 
is called religious teaching is altogether unworthy of the 
name. When I speak of religious teaching, I would have 
you understand that I mean something definite to enable 
them to grasp divine realities. You must in religious 
teaching be eminently definite. Thus, you speak to a child 
about his conscience. Try to get him to understand what 
conscience really is. Do not speak of it as a vague thing, 
but reveal conscience to him as the voice of God in his heart, 
and let that be a portion of the vision that is seen — that 
his conscience speaking to him is the voice of God making 
itself heard in guidance and control. And then, surely, 
there is something stored up that shall be, in the days to 
come, a real power. Speak to your children, not only about 
Jesus gentle and loving, but let them understand the truth 
of the divinity of Jesus. It would be astonishing to those 
who never consider these things, to find how comparatively 
few children there are who have a clear conception of the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, the truth of the intercession 
Jesus, the dwelling on high in His majesty, His ever livmg 
to make intercession for us. But, if they once rea ize 
these things, they will be to them as great a strength 
the days to come as that given to the servant ol the prop 
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Elisha when he saw the hosts of GnH 
Help them to know the Holy Ghost th^t around, 

battle and tread life's devious paths ’they * 

power of the Holy Spirit of God leLdW Snfhf 

This is what I ntean by the element oT„u7wortlfe 

lie m the vision we are to unfold in tPo i ^ 

guidance and protection of God ’ Do K 

not to create these things, you have no!VcreTte"tC 
powers and the heavenly vision, it is but yours to nilke 
clear these things as they are. “ They on our side are Tore 
than they against us.” You are eager for the children 
What parent is not eager r You all know the great future- 
you know the great blessings that lie beyond-aye and 
that he here as well as beyond. Therefore, as a sincere 
Christian parent, you strive to unfold to your children the 
vision that has come to you. 

You have learnt to allay your fears, because you have 
seen the hosts around you. You do not dread the world 
and all its evil when you have the armies of God 
around you, and know they on your side are greater than 
they against you. And, therefore, your fears being allayed, 
will you not pray for power to unfold to the children just 
that same heavenly vision, that they may go forth strength- 
ened, just as God has permitted you to be strengthened. 

It is not all one can do — it is not all one ought to do, 
perhaps — yet it is something real, and at least those whom 
we teach will learn to hope ; and it is a very great thing in 
life, when we have learnt to hope for things greater than we 
have yet reached. And, chiefly, they will have been taught 
to pray — to pray for the protection of the powers that are 
on their side. So, somewhat strengthened, shall they be 
for the journey that lies before them, for that journey so 
often painful, so often arduous, and yet a journey one needs 
to take; a journey where there is so much blessing and so 
much of strength and protection ; a journey that shall lead 
across the world of life to “ those dark gates across the wi 
that no man knows.” 

A Secretaries' Meeting was held on 


